May 19, 2022: The 34th Annual Spring Respiratory Care Symposium
Course # 187311000
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Our Mission:
Through the exceptional capabilities and
caring spirit of its people, Vanderbilt will
lead in improving the healthcare of
individuals and communities regionally,
nationally and internationally. We will
combine our transformative learning
programs and compelling discoveries to
provide distinctive personalized care.
#187311000

J. Craig Rooks, MMHC, RRT
Senior Administrative Director
Host and Moderator
07:00 to 16:00
Mr. Rooks serves as the Administrative Director of the Adult Respiratory Enterprise. Prior to being
appointed to this leadership position in 2017, Mr. Rooks held the Respiratory Manager/Educator at
VUMC for over a decade. A proven leader whose team describes his leadership style as “caring and
genuine” with sincere actions, but with “great wit”.
His alma maters are the University of Alabama at Birmingham where he received a Bachelor of Science
and Vanderbilt University’s Owen Graduate School of Management where he was awarded a Master in
Management of Health Care. In meeting with Mr. Rooks, be sure to ask him about the best college
football team in the Nation, or simply say, “Roll Tide!”
In 2018, Mr. Rooks was appointed by the Tennessee Governor to serve on Tennessee’s Department of
Health Board of Respiratory Care. In 2021, he was appointed as Chair. The Board of Respiratory Care
was created in 1998 to succeed the Board of Medical Examiners Council on Respiratory Care. The
Board’s mission is to safeguard the health, safety, and welfare of Tennesseans by requiring that all that
practice respiratory care within this state are qualified. The Board interprets the laws, rules, and
regulations to determine the appropriate standards of practice to ensure the highest degree of
professional conduct.
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Joseph Robertson BS, RRT
Medical Science Liaison
COVID-19 & Aerosol Drug Delivery Practices
07:00 to 08:00 – CRCE Lecture Category, Adult Critical Care (ACC)
Mr. Robertson holds more than a decade of professional experience as a
Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT), and earned his bachelor’s degree from
University of Cincinnati. Currently he practices his expertise as a Medical Science
Liaison for Aerogen Ltd. His professional experiences includes Lead Respiratory
Care Services Manager for the Bon Secours Mercy Health System in Cincinnati,
Ohio from 2014 – 2018, and as a medical ventilation consultant from 2014 to
2018 for GE Healthcare.
Mr. Robertson’s clinical experience includes both pediatric and adult patients
across all applications of respiratory care, pulmonary function, and EEG testing.
His research interests are in aerosol medicine with the goal to help clinicians
understand current practices of aerosol drug therapy. Although passionate about
identifying the best practices of aerosol drug delivery not only in the critical care
environment, he also focuses on the performance of aerosol delivery devices to
optimize inhaled drug delivery in patients with respiratory disorders.
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Leeland Ekstrom, PhD
CEO & Co-Founder at Nashville Biosciences
The Purpose and Impact of Genomics Research in Patient Care
08:00 to 09:00: CRCE Lecture Category, Adult Critical Care (ACC)
Leeland Ekstrom is the Chief Executive Officer and co-founder of Nashville Biosciences, LLC. NashBio is a
unique data and analytics-driven biotech company that partners with pharmaceutical, diagnostics and other
life sciences companies to drive the discovery and development of new therapeutics and diagnostics by
leveraging Vanderbilt University Medical Center’s unparalleled genomic and bioinformatics resources.
Prior to joining VUMC to lead the creation of Nashville Biosciences, Leeland was an Associate Principal with
McKinsey & Company. As a consultant, Leeland focused on both innovation-related (e.g., genomics /
personalized medicine, R&D productivity) and commercial (e.g., marketing & sales optimization, go-to-market
strategy) engagements for a wide range biopharma, diagnostics, medical device, and health system clients.
He led McKinsey's Personalized Medicine initiative, authoring several external publications and supporting
consulting teams around the world on this topic.
Leeland holds a PhD in Health Sciences & Technology and Nuclear Engineering from MIT, where he conducted
research in functional neuroimaging at the Martinos Imaging Center. While at MIT, Leeland co-authored
multiple peer-reviewed publications in journals such as Science and the Journal of Neuroscience and was
actively involved in MIT’s Graduate Student Counsel and other campus leadership activities. Leeland
completed his bachelor’s degrees in Engineering Physics and Life Sciences at Queen’s University in Canada.
He currently resides in Boulder, CO with his wife and identical twin boys.
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Robert Freundlich, MD, MS, MSCI
Chief, Informatics Research Division
Director, Vanderbilt Anesthesiology &
Perioperative informatics Research
09:15 to 10:15 – CRCE Lecture Category: Critical Care
iCANN Research within the CVICU Environment
Dr. Freundlich holds a B.A in German Literature and an M.S. in Biotechnology both from John Hopkins
University in Baltimore Maryland. He earned his M.D. from Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas
and his M.S.C.I. in Clinical Investigation from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, TN.
In addition to his formal degrees, he completed an Internship, Residency in Anesthesiology, and Fellowship
in Critical Care with the University of Michigan Medical Center, in Ann Arbor, Michigan. In addition, in
Michigan, he completed post-doctoral research in Clinical Informatics.
He is widely published with his latest scientific article being: “Boncyk, CS, McCarthy KY, Butler P, Freundlich
RE. Society of Critical Care Anesthesiologists Annual Meeting. Society of Critical Care Anesthesiologists;
2022 Mar 17; Validation of an Intensive Care Unit Data Mart for Research and Quality Improvement.”
His presentation will focus on the importance of research within the Cardiovascular Intensive Care related to
success of extubation using specific protocols with high flow nasal insufflation therapies.
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Consuelo H. Wilkins, MD. MSCI
Professor of Medicine
Senior Vice President for Health Equity
Building Upon Diversity Knowledge for Improved Outcomes in ICUs
10:15 – 11:15 - CRCE Lecture Category, Adult Critical Care (AAC)
Dr. Wilkins is currently a Principal Investigator of three NIH-funded centers: 1) the Vanderbilt-MiamiMeharry Center of Excellence in Precision Medicine and Population Health, which focuses on decreasing
disparities among African Americans and Latinos using precision medicine, 2) the Vanderbilt Recruitment
Innovation Center, a national center dedicated to enhancing recruitment and retention in clinical trials,
and 3) and the Vanderbilt Institute for Clinical and Translational Research, Vanderbilt’s virtual home for
clinical and translational research.
Prior to joining the faculty at Vanderbilt University Medical Center in 2012, Dr. Wilkins was an Associate
Professor in the Department of Medicine, Division of Geriatrics, with secondary appointments in
Psychiatry and Surgery (Public Health Sciences) at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis,
Missouri. She served as the founding Director of the Center for Community Health and Partnerships in the
Institute for Public Health, the Co-Director of the Center for Community-Engaged Research in the Clinical
and Translational Science Awards Program, and the Director of “Our Community, Our Health,” a
collaborative program with St. Louis University to disseminate culturally relevant health information and
facilitate community–academic partnerships to address health disparities.
Dr. Wilkins serves on numerous boards and is an elected member of the National Academy of Medicine.
She serves on numerous other boards and committees such as the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine Committee on the Return of Individual - Specific Research Results Generated in
Research, AAMC Journal Oversight Committee for Academic Medicine Laboratories, Safety Net
Consortium of Middle Tennessee, and the Academy Health Translation and Dissemination Institute
Advisory Committee.
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Anne Marie Hummel
Sr. Vice President of Government Affairs
Federal Legislative & Policy Initiatives Impacting Respiratory Care
11:15 to 12:15 - CRCE Lecture Category, General Management
Senior manager and health care expert with 31 years of experience in a variety of Federal Government
positions. Twenty years’ experience in the Medicare program managing day-to-day regulatory activities,
directing the national Medicare coverage process, implementing policies impacting outpatient and
physician services, and providing outreach and educational materials to over 40 million beneficiaries. Ten
years’ experience as a health care consultant specializing in Medicare coverage, coding and
reimbursement issues impacting pharmaceutical companies, device manufacturers and national
associations. Thirteen years’ experience in the federal and state regulatory and legislative arena analyzing
policies impacting respiratory care and respiratory therapists.
As the Senior Vice President of Government Affairs, Ms. Hummel carries out AARC’s strategic goals to
ensure respiratory therapists are recognized in all healthcare settings. She leads all aspects of a
comprehensive federal government affairs program and annual advocacy agenda. She evaluates complex
Federal and state legislative and regulatory initiatives impacting respiratory therapists and their patients
and develops creative solutions on issues impacting respiratory care.
Ms. Hummel collaborates with national partners and stakeholders on a variety of topics to advance AARC’s
agenda and crafts policy positions on a wide range of emerging issues to convey and support AARC’s
position to members of Congress, the Administration, and federal policymakers.
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Jonathan Dale Casey, MD, MSCI
Assistant Professor of Medicine
The Exploration of Extubation in a Medical Intensive Care Unit
12:45 to 13:45 - CRCE Lecture Category, Adult Critical Care (AAC)
Dr. Jonathan Casey is a physician-scientist and clinical researcher with an appointment as an Assistant
Professor. He received his medical degree from the University of Louisville School of Medicine, followed by
internal medicine residency at Brigham and Women's Hospital. Dr. Casey was selected as a Chief Medical
Resident and spent two years as an Instructor in Medicine at Harvard Medical School. Dr. Casey joined
Vanderbilt in 2015 as a fellow in pulmonary and critical care medicine. During this period, Dr. Casey worked
under the mentorship of Drs. Matthew Semler, Todd Rice, and Gordon Bernard, developing and leading a series
of clinical trials of respiratory support for critically ill adults and earning a Masters of Science in Clinical
Investigation. Dr. Casey joined the faculty at Vanderbilt University Medical Center in 2019. His research focuses
on the comparative effectiveness of standard-of-care interventions currently in use in the intensive care unit,
with an emphasis on “pragmatic” clinical trial design, where trials are conducted within the framework of routine
clinical care. His work has been published in journals such as New England Journal of Medicine, Lancet
Respiratory Medicine, and Annals of ATS. He has been recognized with numerous awards for teaching and
clinical research at the resident, fellow, and faculty level, and he is supported with granting funding from the
NIH.
Education
MD - University of Louisville School of Medicine - 2010
Internship - Internal Medicine - Brigham and Women's Hospital - 2011
Residency - Internal Medicine - Brigham and Women's Hospital - 2013
Fellowship - Allergy, Pulmonary & Critical Care Medicine - Vanderbilt University Medical Center -2010
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Dustin Hipp, M.D., MBA
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics &
Critical Medicine
Pediatric Extubation Readiness
14:00 to 15:00 - CRCE Lecture Category, Adult Critical Care (ACC)
Dr. Hipp is interested in the rigorous application of quality improvement and
implementation science methodologies to improve the care of critically ill children with
heart disease, particularly focused on sedation, delirium, and early mobilization.
M.D.
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, 2008-2013 (MD/MBA)
Residency
Baylor College of Medicine/Texas Children's Hospital, Houston, Texas, 2013-2016
Fellowships
Pediatric Critical Care Medicine Fellowship - Baylor College of Medicine/Texas Children's
Hospital, Houston, Texas, 2016-2019
Senior Fellowship in Cardiac Intensive Care - Baylor College of Medicine/Texas Children's
Hospital, Houston, Texas, 2019-2020
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Emily A. Morris, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Pediatrics, Neonatology
Tiny Patients with Big Ethical Controversies
15:00 to 16:00 - CRCE Lecture Category, Adult Critical Care (ACC)
Dr. Morris is continual contributor to educating the respiratory
care practitioners at Vanderbilt Children. She supports and
advances the practice of respiratory care in pediatrics and
neonatology One of her focuses is on term respiratory failure,
management of pre-operative congenital heart disease, CDH, and
fetal medicine.
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Today’s event was developed with the ACCME Standards
Thank you for learning with us today!

https://accme.org/accreditation-rules/standards-for-commercial-support

THANK YOU to all our past educational sponsors! All materials seen are for “compare and contrast” only
to improve better patient care: Vanderbilt Health does not endorse any product or services presented.
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DISCLAIMER OF ENDORSEMENT
All information seen during the Respiratory Care Symposium is
for “comparing and contrasting” for patient care education
only. All information presented or seen, by any person
DOES NOT constitute or imply the endorsement,
recommendation, or favoring of Vanderbilt Health, or any of
its employees or contractors acting on its behalf.
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